











4 INDEPENDENCE OF THE RIVERINE DISTRICT.

distance—700 miles—will make government from Sydney a
geographical absurdity. The judges, as did the Preyieg, in
visiting us go round by sea to Melbourne, and we by the same
way remit our rents to the Sydney Treasury ; not a bale of our
wool or return chest of tea sees Sydney, which would be to us
as Hobart Town but for the revenue she draws without return,
and the weary journey of nearly 400 miles to the nearest sitting
of her Supreme Court. A railway would not mend matters, as
Sydney would tap our river navigation 250 miles from the sea
and at its extremity up-stream, while Melbourne taps it in
120 miles in the centre, turning the heavy traffic down-stream.
Permanent annexation to New South Wales is simply out of
the question, and, since the action of the Victorians has forced
us to discuss it, the only question is, whether we desire and will
be able to support government as a separate province, or be
annexed to Vietoria? It is, in the first place, necessary clearly
to understand the position, nature, and extent of the country
with which we have to deal.

New South Wales at present has a frontage of 650 miles to
the Pacific Ocean, and extends westward 600 miles, with the
Murray dividing it from Victoria on the south for 450 miles.
The country rises gradually from the sea westivard to the water-
shed of the Blue Mountains, which lie northerly and nearly
parallel with the coast, at a distance of about eighty miles; the
country then descends westward and inland for about 100 miles,
and hills and even undulations are lost in the great saltbush
plain of the interior.

The boundary line between New South Wales and the pro-
posed Riverine province, which I now submit, we—for 1 do not
act alone in the matter—have drawn with particular regard to
character of country and climate peculiar to each. New South
Wales retains the sea-coast and mining country entire, also the
agricultural land with suitable climate, while the Riverine pro-
vince takes the saltbush plains; and so purely geographical is
the division, that while the pastoral ecolony takes more than half
the entire present area, she takes under 20,000, being less than
seven per cent. of the entire population. This boundary, which
has a general course between the 146° and 148°long., commences
on the Murray, a few miles east of Howlong, and west of Albury,
about 146° 40"; by a line thence to the junction of Houlahan's
Creek and the Murrumbidgee; thence by that creek to its
nearest point to Nurraburra Creek ; then by Nurraburra Creek
and Cowal Lake to the mouth of Manna Creek; thence by a
line to the junetion of Bullock Creek and the Bogan River ; by
that river till it joins the Darling; and then by a line due north
to the southern boundary of Queensland.

Nature of the Country.—This gives an area of 440 miles from
north to south, and 350 east to west, one immense level, salt-
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lusage and of no importance, as in Victoria, and, in a modified
degree, in New South Wales.

Our Resources.—In 1860, during the agitation for separation,
it was estimated, and generally allowed, that the Lachlan, Mur-
rumbidgee, and Darling distriets yielded a revenue of £255,000,
with a population of 40,836. This proposed boundary cuts off
the upper valleys with the agricultural and mining population,
and by an analysis of the census of 1861, I cannot estimate the
population at more than 20,000, allowing for the large influx
during the last two years on account of the displacement of
cattle for sheep ; the revenue I estimate at £120,000, allowing for
the 6,000,000 of acres of back plains taken up or licenses paid
for during the last two years. When Queensland commenced
her career, she had 25,000 inhabitants, with a revenue of
£154,000, and if we must establish a separate Government at
once, we are quite able, with about 20,000 inhabitants, and
£120,000 of revenue, to do so, particularly as we know
that our revenue is increasing every day. The live
stock within our proposed boundary are, on a rough
estimate, 2,000,000 sheep, 400,000 head of cattle, and 25,000
horses. These are pastured within reach of the rivers and
creeks ; but during the last two years it has been found
that water is to be had everywhere at about the depth of 100
feet, and it only requires labour, time, and capital to make our
98,000,000 of acres available. At an average of six acres to the
sheep, which appears a fair and safe estimate, the country would
carry 15,000,000 sheep, or with fences 20,000,000 ; which will
give a revenue ample for every purpose of improvement and
government.

. Objections.—TIt has been urged in objection to our forming

a separate colony, that we have no seaboard, and must ship and

import through Melbourne, and that these colonies will be each

too small. The shape and size of New Holland, 2200 miles by

1100, make inland states a necessity, otherwise each state must

be a strip extending so far inland that, as in our case now,

government is practically inoperative. That Melbourne must

be our factor and shipping port no one disputes; but such has

been the case with Ohio, Tennessee, and other inland states in

America, shipping through New York and New Orleans in sea-

board states, without the least inconvenience, confederation
removing, as it will with us, all difficulties about customs duties.

As to size, Virginia, the largest of the states, has an area of
70,000 square miles, while Victoria has 80,000, New South

Wales, when divided, will have 142,000, and the inland Riverine

Colony 154,000. Victoria has ten times the area of seven of the

late United States, and nearly double that of eight more, so

want of size can be no valid objection.

To conclude, the special nature of our district renders a
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whatever to the owner whose home it had been for more than
twenty years, and though the loss to be entailed on the com-
munity by his want of means to get up his clip (then close at
hand) would be more than the price received for the land. In
another case four miles of new fencing went by lot, and the
purchasers are now offering it for sale to the squatter with the
price of his own fence added. In another case the run of a
newly made widow and orphans was secured by a company of moral
landsharks, there being no one to secure their interest by getting
the ground applied for by deputy, or in other words, by evading
the Act. There was, however, one great piece of consideration
shown to the squatters which in justice should be mentioned,
they were allowed fourteen days to remove their dams and wells,
stone fences and stone woolsheds.

The assessment as applied finishes the matter. The rate
fixed by the Act is 8d. per head upon the capabilities of the run,
and Mr. Durry has lately issued a list showing the number at
which each run is rated. As a rule the rating is so excessive
that 90 per cent. it is said will be appealed against. As a few,
among crowds of cases: the whole clip of one sheep station is
swallowed up by the assessment ; a cattle run which when full
stocked never carried on an average more than 3000 is rated at
12,060 head; in another whose greatest number when full
stocked was 2000 head, after having 15,000 acres, the best and
including all the frontage, cut out of 78,500 for an agricultural
area, is rated at 9420 head. A newly appointed pasha once
presented Menemer Arr with twice the usual tribute from his
district, when the old man drily remarked that he did not wish
the sheep to be skinned, only to be shorn, and with a polite
intimation that the man was an ass, ordered the bastinado.
Durry’s Act takes the very flesh, and bones as well.

The grand result is, that a very large number of the old
squatters are utterly ruined, and what is of more interest to the
community, the great body of them are crushed with debt
incurred either in purchasing land they did not want or buying
off extortioners ; and now by such rent Government takes away
the means of paying interest upon their debt; the Government
are in fact drawing into the treasury as income the working
capital of the sheepowners, and entailing upon the common-
wealth interest in the pastoral property a direct loss of greater
amount annually than all the price they g‘et for the land. There
is a promise of lease of fourteen years for new runs, but with
most restricted compensation for improvements, and this clause
is a finale :—Clause 121. “ No occupier of land for pastoral pur-
g:::s shall be entitled to compensation by reason of this Act

ing hereafter repealed or altered.”

The Act has been applied to four of the ten millions of acres,
and in a few weeks the ruin will be continued on the remaining
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FOURTH LETTER.
[ro THE EDITOR OF THE PASTORAL TIMES. ]

 Sm,—Upon two points the inhabitants are unanimous—1st.
That we cannot continue to be governed from Sydney ; and 2nd.
That the pastoral interest of our almost exclusively pastoral
district would be ruined, or at the very least most seriously im-
illed by annexation to Victoria, and that it should be resorted

to only in the very last extremity.

I recommended in my last letter that we should petition the
Queex in Council to appoint a superintendent under the GovERNOR
of New South Wales, with branches of the different Government
offices in Deniliquin, until we had sufficient population to satisfy
the Home Government of our ability to support a separate
government. We know from experience, that to obtain complete
independence will be a matter of years at least, and my proposal
appears on deliberate calculation the most expedient, for these
reasons (—1st. That while fighting for independence it would
secure us the local administration of our affairs, instead of
resorting 500 miles to Sydney upon every transaction, however
trivial, with any public office, which has become intolerable ;
ond. That we would secure the expenditure in our district of a
fair share of our own revenue; 3rd. That we would secure our-

selves against further liability for the New South Wales daily
increasing debt; and 4th. That complete independence must
follow as a matter of course as soon as we have sufficient popu-
lation to satisfy the Duke or NEwcasTLE; every ste towards
separate administration being a step towards independence.

1 find, however, that endurance is at an end; that the inhabi-
tants of the saltbush plainsare past deliberate caleulation of minor
details or losses, and that Sydney mismanagement has so worn
out their patience they will have it no longer on any terms.
We are unanimous for complete independence, if it is to be
obtained in reasonable time; and we must give and take so as
to be unanimous in selecting the road and the means to attain
it; therefore, if the majority are, as appears to be the case,
anxious and determined to separate from New South Wales at
once, the course is plain before us, namely--to organise our-
celves into an‘association for that one single and undivided object
—the complete independence of the Riverine District.

Our ease is so strong, we come so emphatically within the
exception of the Duke or NewcasTLE when refusing separate
government to Portland, that there is every probability that he
may, considering our very large revenue, waive in our favour his
objection to a population below 20,000 being independent; but
at ull events the hardship of our case is so great that we may
count upon his at least using his influence to cause branches of
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trade of the Murrumbidgee and Lachlan would then go by
steamer to KEchuca, leaving to Deniliquin the Billabong and
Edward only. Mr. O'Suanassy, it was said had whistled so
sweetly of a railway to Deniliquin, as to make some of them
dance to the tune of Annexation, but that would not mend
matters. The Murrumbidgee squatters would still ship their
wool from the woolshed on the river bank rather than send it
eighty miles across the plains ; and if the railway were carried
to Hay they would lose the Billabong traffic by a station there,
and their share of the business would be the same as that of
Geelong now—the sight of the trains flying past. Deniliquin
must either be the capital of an independent provinee or nothing
—a Kyneton without agriculture or a M‘Ivor without diggings ;
and whatever difference of opinion there might be amongst
others, he, Mr. Laxg, could not see how there could be two
opinions among the inhabitants of Deniliquin in reference to the
desirability of Independence.

Speaking of Deniliquin as the capital led him to consider the
position of Albury and Wagga Wagga, which allege that they
are left out through the jealousy of the squatters having any
population but one purely pastoral. That was quite a mistake.
New South Wales in the first place deserved some consideration,
and a sight of the map hanging up on the wall would show what
a serious reduction had already been proposed to make in her
extent. IFurther, that after the many futile attempts at separa-
tion in Victoria as well as New South Wales, it was necessary,
if they were to secure a hearing from the Home Government, to
go upon some distinet principle. They had therefore made a
clear division between the saltbush plain, which was purely
gastoml, and the coast country with its mines and agriculture.

y including Albury, known as a first-class wine country and
promising to produce wine for the world, and, in a less degree
Wagga Wagga, would have been to stultify themselves at once.
But if Albury and Wagga Wagga really desired to go with them
let them make some demonstration of opinion.

From various letters and articles lately it appeared to be
thought that the squatters were terrified at the idea of population
coming into the distriet, arising from the idea that men on
stations have the same feeling towards the squatters as the
people in Sydney and Melbourne. This was a mistake. There
was certainly a large body of men who wandered from station to
out-station, seeking work but never working, living upon the
hospitality of the settlers they abuse, the hotel-keepers, and upon
the men at out-stations who really work. A night never passed
without every station having some, and he, the speaker, had had
twenty in a night; but besides these there was on every well-
managed station a number of steady men who seldom shift, and
when they did, only to some neighbour and back again. Between
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these and the employers a kindly feeling prevailed, and the
squatters could carry any pastoral election through their legiti-
mate influence as employers and educated men. The country
would be almost universally pastoral with few towns, and these
of moderate size, and the addition of a few agricultural members
would be good for all parties. Speaking without prejudice, he,
individually, would have no fear of universal suffrage with a six
months’ residence and register-ticket as now in Victoria, which
would exclude the objectionable classes. To ignore the expe-
rience of America as well as Vietoria and New South Wales,
would be folly, and unrestricted manhood suffrage he would
oppose as he had ever done, but he had certainly no desire for a
franchise that would exclude from a voice in public affairs any
man who had shown the ability and self-denial to manage his
own, however humble or limited.

When forming a new land system applicable to the peculiar
nature of the district, they should avoid as much as possible the
antagonistic feelings which prevail in Victoria and New South
Wales between the squatters and the general population. Both
squatters and townspeople should look to the general good, not
merely to their own particular benefit, still less to damaging
each other. The squatter must give every opportunity to every
industry to settle upon and improve the land by cultivation,
while every opportunity and encouragement must be given to
the squatter to occupy and enhance the productiveness of the
pasture land. There was ample room for every industry, and
all—agriculture, pasture, wine, and cotton, everything might be
encouraged and fostered not only without interfering with
each other, but with mutual advantage if they would only
act together and not regard the gains of one as so much
loss to the other. He hoped Viectoria would be a warning
to them all—to the squatters no less than to the townspeople;
that the squatters would be prepared to make concessions
where need%ul for the common weal, and that the townspeople
would not regard and treat sheep-farming as a ecrime. In Victoria
this feeling was carried so far that in the Act forming farmers’
commons, sheep were excluded—the bleat of a sheep was an
abomiration ; and it was only when they found that they could
get no mutton, as the butchers had no means of feeding their
sheep, that they were admitted by an amendment. Now their
antipathy to squatters might not extend to mutton, still they
inherited it from the older colonies, and they should as much as
possible forget it in dealing with their new government and new
circumstances. The practice in New South Wales and Victoria
had been to increase the risks and uncertainties of the sheep-
owners to & maximum, and reduce their profits and advantages
to a minimum, regardless of the fact that the profit which they
_prevented the squatter gaining individually, was so much lost to
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the community collectively. They had the power to do it, how-
ever, as the tenants had already sunk their money on the land
and could remove it, but here the case was quite different.
Only 1,600,000 of the 20,000,000 of sheep the counnz will
support were now upon it—four-fifths of it were still a desert.
They had to adopt a system that would induce an expenditure
of something like five or six millions sterling in a very difficult
country. With such a land policy a great tract of their district
must remain a desert, and, without any other, was amply suf-
ficient reason for separating from New South Wales. The prin-
ciple of free selection before survey was alone sufficient to ruin
the country, and as wanton a piece of mischief as an unserupulous
minister could be guilty of to keep himself in power. It would
be both wise and politic to give every opportunity for the bond
fide agriculturist to settle upon the land without loss of time,
and with a most ample supply of the best land ready to select
from; but the present law went so beyond the most extrava-
gant necessity as to entail a dead loss upon the community.
The law prevented millions of acres being occupied at all, and
so depreciated the productiveness of what was occupied, that
pastoral produce was limited to a much greater extent than the
whole value of the land sold and its produce besides when in full
cultivation. It is a well known fact that in no country had even
been eultivated so much as an acre per head ; and the statistics
supplied by the Registrar-General supplied quite sufficient data
for the Grant to act upon if they had desired every interest to be
developed, instead of wantonly destroying the pastoral interest
to gratify the ignorant outery of the Sydney mob. The popula-
tion of New South Wales in 1861 was 350,860, and the
acreage under cultivation on the 31st March, 1862, was
907,575 acres. From 1854 to 1861 the average increase of
cultivation was 24,084 acres, much of which was no doubt part
of the seven millions already alienated. To meet this demand of
24,000 acres the law threw open acres, to be selected
from; and in three years an additional 130 millions of acres
will be thrown open, so that there is 833 times more land open for
selection than can be required. That 200 millions of acres would,
he believed, carry thirty millions of sheep instead of the seven
now. A man went into a settler’s paddock, measured off forty
acres close to a gangway by which the cattle water in the river ;
he then impounded five bulls and fifty-two horses on their way
to water, levying €5 damages upon each bull, the whole damages
being £38 19s. 6d., just £1 0s. 6d. less than the sum total he
had to pay for the land in four years ! -

* Our oqm'%ondent at Moama states that on Wednesday last a free selectionist
e e s

g ages 3 o horses were ounde
driving and damages charged at. 1s. 6d. per head. They were relensed, the charges
being paid under protest, and the matter will have to be decided by a superior
vt~ Pactoral Times, January 31st,
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There was the fact of the special nature of the country requir-
ing special management. This was not very well understood
by many who had written very good letters lately on the subject.
He thought, from these letters, they seemed rather amused at his
comparing the district to Mesopotamia, but a little explanation
would make that plain enough. They saw the Billabong,
Murrumbidgee, and Lachlan on the map before them without
any watercourses marked between ; but in reality the country
was so level that the rivers spread over these plains in every
direction. Experience had shown that the polyganum marshes

blind ereeks, which were thought to have neither source
nior outlet, were branch channels of the rivers, and in one flood
during shearing time the flocks at Mungadal swam four branches
of the Murrumbidgee, in thirty miles. He had no doubt but
that they would in due time throw these rivers in their floods
over all the plains, thus turning to use the enormous supply of
water which they had from the mountains, as well as from the
heavens. Another speciality was that these immense plains
were entirely without surface water, and even when occupied by
sheep would be inaccessible unless lines of wells were sunk with
every appliance, and men and horses to raise water. The sums
required for all these purposes would never be obtained from
either Sydney or Melbourne; but if independent they would
have ample funds for every purpose. The customs revenue
with the population required for present stock of 1,600,000 was
£100,000: the country will carry 19,000,000 or 20,000,000; and
if the population increased in proportion which —the town
population being so limited at present—was likely, the revenue
would be £1,000,000; while the rents and assessments would
be about another million, making £2,000,000 for an easily-
governed population of 200,000 people, leaving probably a million
sterling per annum, ample for special requirements, namely, the
artificial supply of water to 150,000 square miles of territory,
for which nature had done almost nothing. He would take the
.opportunity of explainin% the process of taking up new country
on these back plains. Suppose one of them had two blocks,
900 square miles of fine pastoral land, 100 miles back from
the Lachlan, which they were about to stock. They could
do nothing in summer, but in the first heavy rain they
push out with a dray, provisions, &e. Their first operation
would be to sink a tank into which they would drain enough
water to supply their men and horses for a twelvemonth, and
to line this tank they must carry the timber 100 miles, as
he (the speaker) had done on the Old Man plain. The next
step would be to sink a well for the home station, then wells for
the sheep, costing, if the timber was brought from the river, at
least £1200, to place their country in the same position as
a frontage was by nature. The home station, with woolshed,
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store, &e., as well as out-station huts, and wire yards, were then

made, most probably also with river timber, and then the usual
operations of a sheep station would go on, with a constant
expenditure for some years upon wells, tanks and dams. One
great diﬁiculﬁy would be the want of timber, which commences
on the Old Man Plain, forty miles north of Deniliquin. Instead

of plains among timber they had small patches of poor timber,.
scattered at such distances as very often not to be visible. They

might ride from the back of Yangar eastward for seventy miles
without touching timber, and in some places the plain formed

the horizon to right and left without a sign of tree or bush.

One gentleman had to set up a pine tree with a box upon the
top of it as a landmark when mustering. It had been found by

experience that sheep do well on these open plains, though it
was expensive to place them there, and wood must be carted to-
the shepherds afterwards. Now, the land system they would
have to adopt must induce capitalists to overcome these diffi-
culties, and the Syduney eryand practice—* Down with squatters,”
would mean no squatters at all, but a howling desert without a

sheep upon it. _

As he had so strenuously condemned the land system of both
Vietoria and New South Wales, they might perhaps wish to learn
what his own ideas were as to a land poliey for their Riverine
Province. His ideas were much the same as when he published
them in a pamphlet, called “ Land and Labour,” eighteen years
ago. His proposal was to apply to pasture land the same principle
applied to agricultural land here, and to all land in every other
civilised country except the Australian colonies, namely, posses-
sion by individuals improving the land for their individual
benefit. The agricultural land he had proposed to give for
nothing, as free grants to any industrious man who could show
that he possessed means to cultivate it, proper precautions in
the way of conditions of occupation and improvement being
taken against abuse. The squatters he had proposed to charge
such a price for the fee simple of pasture land as would have
answered every purpose of emigration and improvement. The

rice was small per acre, but large in the aggregate, and would
ge enormous if applied now to this district. Several modifica-
tions would, he thought, be desirable and expedient now; among
them the payment for agricultural as well as ¢ land; tracts
of agricultural land on a most liberal e, enough for the
probable wants of generations, and in-the most suitable localities,.
should be reserved for agricultural selections. To the squatter
he would give a lease of fourteen years, at a rent fixed by arbi-
tration as fair for the land in its unimproved state. During the
currency of the lease the tenant should have the power of buying-
the fee simple of the holding entire (as a whole, not in piece), at
twenty years’ purchase of therent. The land should be managed,.
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he trusted immediate and active steps would be taken towards
obtaining independence, which he considered the most advan-
tageous for townspeople, as well as squatters. This matter must
be treated upon the broad basis of the general good of every
interest and class of the population. Ifthe pastoral interest had
been a prominent subject hitherto in this discussion it was be-
cause their district was almost purely pastoral. There was room
for other interests, for agriculture, wine, &e., and he believed
cotton ; and it would be the object of any Government which
might be formed here to develope them all. It must be evident
to every one that, whether attached to Sydney or Melbourne, a
small portion of our revenue would be expended here; if inde-
pendent it would all cireulate in the district. Imagine the
effect of even £200,000 expended here, instead of being with-
drawn without any return whatever. Mr. Durry's assessment on
the stock they would have before many years ; £660,000 at five
per cent., was equal to a loan of £13,000,000. Why should we
give that to be expended in Victoria when we can apply it to our
own district, as well as the revenue of £2,000,000 which they
would have when stocked. Every advantage to be obtained by
annexation to Vietoria they would have as an independent
province, while government from Sydney was impracticable, and
the only wise course they could take was to obtain independence;
and if they would only work steadily and together success was

. certain. (General applause.)

At the conclusion of the lecture the chairman observed that
the subject brought forward was one of great importance, and
required to be looked at from many points. The meeting would
be giad to hear any gentleman who had other opinions to
express.

Mr. Rosertsox, solicitor, after complimenting the meeting for
the interest which the large number assembled showed was
taken in the matter, said he thought the lecturer had been wrong
from the very start. Mr. Laxe seemed to think that the Home
Government had great power in the matter—that was a mistake;
the Home Government could have nothing to say on the matter.
They must, in order to separate, have the sanction of the Sydney
Assembly. Referring to the proposed boundaries he said the
people beyond the Lachlan river had no sympathy with the
movement—they had looked, and would always look to the old
metropolis. He admitted those residing between the Lachlan
and Murray rivers had grievances—they had to pay taxes, and
were practically unrepresented. He thought, at the best, that
independence could only be obtained after much time had been
lost—in fact, when it was too late. Hence he advised them to
make the best possible bargain with Victoria. Although Mr.
Laxe had pointed out the advantages of independente, and
referred to what he considered the disadvantages of annexation,
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ANNEXATION OR INDEPENDENCE ?
[PASTORAL TIMES, FEBRUARY 7.]

It was a very sad day for Victoria when a number of her
« patriots” bought Mr. Crarres Gavax Durry. Those of his
admirers who went on board ship to welecome him to our shores
evidently thought that Mr. Durry was to regenerate Victoria;
and as his Patron Saint is said to have banished certain creatures
from the favoured Green Isle, so was Mr. Durry, heaven born, to
perform miracles in the golden colony. ‘We believe there is not
one of her politicians who has more disappointed people than
has Mr. Durry. He set himselfup, on his return to Parliament,
as a model of Parliamentary excellence ; and endeavoured, from
the prestige which he had gained in consequence of having been
once a member—though a very obscure one—of the Imperial
Parliament, to make colonial eapital therefrom. Having, through
the assistance of his undeniable effrontery, forced himself on the
country as a minister, he has been trying his hand at making
laws on a subject confessedly the most difficult that any minister
can approach. That he has failed—most miserably failed, must
now be apparent, even tohiswarmestsupporters ; and we venture
to assert, and we shall prove it, that he has done more harm to
Victoria than any minister under responsible Government since
its first introduction. We do not except the unprincipled Brooks,
Durry's predecessor, who, for a little popularity, broke through
the laws which he, as a minister, had sworn to obey.

Three months ago Victoria was by us regarded as making an
attempt to redeem her political position. Her stump orators
were retiring from the political arena; they had played out their
little game, and it was thus made evident that the public no
longer desired to listen to false prophets, and that the only
legitimate road to national prosperity was the beaten track of
progressive Conservatism. The promised measures for decen-
tralising the Government by giving extensive powers and means
to local bodies, and the restriction of the municipal franchise to
men of some means, tended to infuse into our minds a joyful hope
that witra Democracy in the sister colony had had its day, and
that strong efforts would be made to restore public confidence—
not a little shaken by Hearrs's Ministry—in the stability of her
institutions. All seemed to promise well, when, lo! Mr. Durry
appeared in the foreground with his immaculate Land Act, and
in enforeing its provisions in a spirit which the greatest demo-
erat in the Assembly never contemplated, soon broke the thin
stratum of progressive Conservatism, so successfully laid by Mr.
O'Suaxassy. All the capitalists of the colony, who had invested
moneys in pastoral pursuits, got alarmed—not without a cause,
and the whole squatting fabric was shaken to its centre. We
venture to predict that no minister, under responsible Govern-
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ment, ever succeeded in making himself so thoroughly detested, or
so unpopular among those whose good opinion is of the most vital
importance to a Ministry. It is said that no less than eight or
nine hundred appeals will be lodged against Mr. Durry’s assess-
ments, pretty practical proof, were more required, that the apti-
tude for “special legislation,” which Mr. Laxc insists on as
necessary in dealing with the Crown Pastoral tehants, is not in
Mr. Durry. Never was there a more erude or iniquitous measure
placed on the Statute Book, and never was there a bad law
worse administered. Even the most venomous of the anti-
squatters recoil from Mr. Durry and his enactment.

We confess ourselves that we have been deceived in Mr.
Durry ; wenever had much faith in him, as indeed we had but
little in the school of politicians in which Mr. Durry graduated ;
we never believed in “spinal marrow” patriotism. There is
nothing in politics to require the sacrifice of any part of the spinal
column if the head be sound. One’would have thought, after
the political vicissitudes through which Mr. Durry passed at
home, that his head—although once in extreme danger—if
properly serewed on, would at all events have developed some-
thing politically just and reasonable, even while dealing
with a matter so confessedly difficult as the land question;
but it is not in Mr. Durry. He is still the same man
as when sowing discontent in his native country; he is envious
of those who successfully acquire independence, or who are on
the road to it through legitimate means. If he cannot build up,
he can pull down or destroy; and who are so fit subjects for
experimenting on as the Crown tenants? Mr. Durry hates the
Crown and everything connected with it ; has he not told us so
in the days of his hot youth? And did he not confirm it ere,
unhappily for the people of Australia, he first put his feet upon
its hospitable shore.

Not only has Mr. Durry set all Victoria in a blaze by his
outrageous proceedings against the squatters, but he has com-
pletely and effectually snapped the chain that promised to bind
our districts to Vietoria. gl‘he progressive conservatism of Mr.
O’Suanassy’s Cabinet held out to us strong hopes that our
political relationship with Victoria would soon become
nearer allied. Despairing of ever attaining justice from
the Sydney democratic Assembly, we turned to Victoria
with a very large amount of confidence; and we thought,
while admiring the energy of her Government, and as we were
geographically near that colony we might blot out the
Murray boundary, and become Victorians in thought, deed, and
action. Everything promised well, when in steps Victoria's evil
genius with his confiscating Land Act; and we turned away
without the shadow of hope at the projected annexation. Men,
clear-headed men amongst us three months ago, who—not likely
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to be caught napping—concluded that we might, on certain fair
conditions, entertain the thought of annexation, will not now
listen to the suggestion. So unpopular has the idea of
annexation become that it is rarely broached, and “ Independence!”
is the ery from the Murray to Fort Burke, from the Lower
Darling to the Cordilleras. It is also certain that men have now
stepped into the.political arena who were never expected to take
part in the agitation, and who evince a determination to pursue
independence with a zeal and ardour never expected from them.
Whether the fire that now blazes so brightly will continue to
burn, it is not for us to say. It is, however, clear that we are
beginning to realise the importance of our position. It all rests
with ourselves. Good often springs out of evil, and if Durry’s
vagaries should be the means of knitting together a strong party
of liberal Conservatives, able to dam up the wltra democratic
torrent, it were well. 'We do not like to prophesy, but there is
not the most remote probability of Mr. Durry trying his hand at
making land laws for the territory north of the Murray.
This is what Victoria has gained by the patriot which she bought
for a few thousands ready cash. DBetter, far better, had she
given Mr. Durry five times the amount for changing his course
to America, where his quondam friends MeacuERr and MiTcHELL
have found a home. Viectoria has, we fear, lost her chance of
laying hold of some of the finest pastoral country in Australia.
An extension of her territory northward would have crowned
her as the greatest colony in the Australian group; but so long
as she submits to be governed by politicians of the Brooke or
of the Durry school she must pay the penalty of their erimes,
and she will cease to inspire the thinking publie with confidence
in her stability, or in the permanent justice of her laws.

INDEPENDENCE—“WE HAVE NO PORT.”
[PASTORAL TIMES, FEBRUARY 21.]

Of all the arguments used as reasons against our becoming an
independent colony, the weakest appears to us to be—that we
have no seaboard. We find friend and opponent to independence
use this plea—* We shall be hemmed in on all sides,” and having
no means of transmitting our surplus wealth to market, we are
to be at the mercy of Vietoria and South Australia. We shall
be shut up or shut in, and the Governments of the colonies
named will have us completely at their mercy. Upwards of five
years ago, when the settlers met at Deniliquin to declare their
opposition to the Electoral Bill which Mr. Cowprr was then
endeavouring to pass, the petition to the Assembly from
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Sandhnrst to Echuca, has she not given us a permanent host-
age for a close commercial alliance ?  When this line of railway
is finished, is she likely to close it to us ? Indignation would
possess her people, and we venture to predict that no Govern-
ment could retain power for a month that would lay on the
Assembly table a Bill to tax our produce in a prohibitory
manner. The Victorians, by their Parliament have exhibited
too much sagacity to justify our expecting any such folly.
Doubtless they would prefer that we annexed our Riverine
territory to theirs: but failing to secure this, they would soon
seek to gain the next best advantage by getting the benefits
arising from the closest commercial intercourse on terms suitable
to both parties.

Let us however suppose, for argument’s sake, that the Vie-
torians became mad enough to quarrel—get sulky, and have no
commercial connection with us—we have another source open
to us—we have the river Murray. Ifaninsane epidemic should
seize upon our nearest neighbours, and they insist on tabooing
- our territory, would the epidemic be likely to extend to the
South Australians? Would they, too, cut us? Have they not
for years striven to draw closer the ties of commercial relation-
ship with the residents of our Riverine districts? Have they
not for years spent large sums of money in attempting to clear
our rivers—Murray, Murrumbidgee, and Darling, and are they
no still doing so? Are they not straining every nerve to com-

ote with Victoria for our custom, and is it not to beat the
gouth Australians out of the field that the Victorians are
pushing forward with all their strength the Murray River Rail-
way ? We have therefore two powerful competitors for our
custom, and so far from having no port being a good reason
why we cannot become independent, our inland isolation only
calls into action the energy of two powerful communities, who
exhibit every desire to receive our produce, and who are, as we
have said, competing for it. '

The day has gone past when such effete notions as our hay-
ing no ‘port. should prove a barrier to independence. It is the
want of thought that makes any of our settlers entertain the
idea that because we have mo port that we dare not seek
to govern ourselves. We will not insult them by concluding
that the idea can be harboured long in their minds. If we
should fail in securing independence it will not be from such a
want, or the need of means to maintain a Government; the
failure can only result from one cause—the want amongst us of
men of action. This, as we have said on more than one occa-
sion, may prove our weakness. It is here we shall break down
if we break down at all, If we do not succeed in carryi.n% our
point, it will be because we shall not deserve success. It all
rests with ourselyes. We feel assured that this is the last
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time the cry of ““ Independence” will be heard. When the railway
is open to Kchuca, when small steamers are puffing away
among all the nooks of our rivers, and getting all our exports
for the depbét at Echuca, it will be too late to talk of the
Riverine Colony, the districts will be overrun with Victorian
merchants, Victorian storekeepers, Victorian innkeepers, and
men of all callings—not excepting free selectors. The voices
of our settlers will then be swamped, and the latter will rue the
day when they declined to take advantage of their position.
With nations, with colonies, with communities, as with the
individual, the tide of fortune is the same; and woe is theirs
who fail to take advantage of it when it runs in their favour.

FREE SELECTION ON THE MURRAY FRONTAGE.
[PASTORAL TIMES, FEBRUARY 28.]

L ]
" The raid made by Mr. Durry and his democratic friends in
Victoria upon the squatters of that colony is fast being extended
across the Murray into New South Wales. Our police report
of proceedings at Moama, as contained in a recent issue,
chronicled the doings of one of those fortunate men denominated
“ free selectors.” It is questionable whether a much better name
might not be found for gentry of this class, if Mr. Marx, who
has camped on Parracoota station—near to Moama, is to be taken
asa type. This (ferson very coolly crosses the Murray in front
of his household goods, quietly seeks out an opportunity of
sitting down on a spot where he can do the most mischief and
havoc upon the property of a squatter—selects one of the choicest
spots on the Murray side, surrounding an old crossing-place,
where once was a ferry, the “ free selector” or “ free-booter,” for
that is the more appropriate designation, then throws out his
chain, and complacently measures off for himself forty acres,
hies off to the duly-appointed public officer at Moama, and hay-
ing paid his 25 per cent. purchase money, or, in other words,
£10, for his forty acres, immediately proceeds to work the
“oracle.” Some of the cattle and horses owned by the lessees
of the station graze, or are alleged to have grazed, over their
wonted pastures, and they encroach upon the new and unen-
closed domain of Mr. Maix. Off they are driven to the nearest
pound, and damages to the extent of £38 19s. 6d. claimed—just
£1 0s. 6d. less than the new landlord of forty acres is to pay for
the fee-simple of the land to the State at the end of four years !
Messrs. Row and Kix, the lessees of the run, appeal against the
monstrous proceedings, and the Police magistrate of Deniliquin,
who presides at the hearing in Moama, decides against the free
selector—the poundkeeper returns the impounding charges, paid
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under protest, as being excessive, the free selector tells the
magistrate that he intends to apply to the Supreme Court for a
prohibition, and then the first act of the drama ends.

As to the merits of that part of the question relating to the
excessive impounding charges, no one will dispute the Magis-
trate’s decision—the charge was an outrage upon every honest
-principle. Of the second element—as to the impounding law
being opposed to the proceedings of the free selector, and thus
making the act illegal, we are not so certain. That the action
taken by this man, that he sat down here with the view of
“trapping,” there can be no doubt; but that the law enabled
him to do so appears debateable. Treating of the general
question, however, the frontage to the Murray was proclaimed
as a reserve years ago, for sale and occupation. The Supreme
Court at Sydney recently declared, in the case of the Moira
appeal, that the squatter had his grazing right over all the
frontage for two miles distance from the river (the extent of the
reserve) against all parties, unless they had purchased th® free-
hold, and resided on it. Thus it follows that the whole of the
Murray frontage for two miles from its banks, is open for free
selection from its rise in the mountains to the boundary line
between New South Wales and South Australia, excepting
one mile in every four (recently recalled by an Order in
Council), set apart, we presume, to enable the flocks and
herds of the lessees of the adjacent runs to have access to
water. We are not aware whether the same privileges extend
to the Edward and the Murrumbidgee, but as the same
cause may be said to operate in the case of these rivers—their
being proved navigable, doubtless reserves are, or will soon be,
proclaimed on these, as in the case of the Murray. Thus prac-
tically any part of the frontages of the principal rivers of the
district of the Murrumbidgee will be at the mercy of any loafer
with £10 in his pocket, who may choose to settle down and
impound the cattle off the run. The settlers whose runs are
thu¢ situated may be able « dimly,” to see their future pros-

. we say, “dimly,” because no man thus placed can tell
on what day his run may be pounced upon and its frontage
taken up. Half-a-dozen free selectors, with £10 each, ean thus
{:ﬂitivelyv reduce the value of any settler's run residing on the

urray, in four and twenty hours by at least 25 per cent.

This is a pretty state of things, and yet who can blame the
bond fide free selector for exercising that freedom which the law
has given him ? We do not include in that category Mr. MAIN;
the law, impolitic as it is, never contemplated such proceedings
as he adopted. And it may be, that Government will see the
necessity of passing some enactment compelling those who go
about in the free and easy character of selectors to fence in their
ground before they use the Impounding Act for grossly dis-
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honest purposes. Surely it was never intended that “occu-
pation” meant sitting down upon a Crown tenant’s run at a
moment’s notice, in a forty-shilling tent, and then the free
selector have the power of impounding the stock from off the un-
enclosed ground. Heartless as was the conduet of the majority
of the Assembly in Sydney when they passed the unjust land
law, surely the tyrannical power thus given, and the extortion
attendant on its being called into action, was never contem-
plated. The effects of sueh legislation are, however, already
made manifest to us. We are not of those who preach the
doctrine of meeting evil half-way ; perhaps those who are more
immediately interested in the matter see the evils that threaten
them, and consider that in silence is their greatest safety.
The disastrous effects of demoeratic legislation arve, however,
upon us, and we cannot be silent. We cannot shut our eyes to
the impending evil. The settlers have done so too long.
Even now we hear of a few selfish settlers, residing on the back
country, erying out against the movement for independence.
Would they do so if their runs were bounded by either of the
rivers named? After having destroyed the frontages, the
next sacrifice to the Sydney mob and its legislature will, of
course, be the back country. Having tasted of the sweets of
free selection, king Demos will ‘not be satisfied until the coun-
try is overrun. It is only a question of time. One hundred
free selectors, properly organised, with an aggregate capital
of £1000, or £10 each, could over-run the whole of the Murray
frontages, and thus depreciate in value a million's worth of
station property. All that the State would get by the raid
in four years would be £4000, while the step would involve a
number of settlers in positive ruin. O! Mr. Gmrox Laxe,
what a mistake you and your friends made two years ago, when
you postponed the subject of independence.

We were of the first to give this guestion practical aid ; we
stuck to it until every squatter had deserted it, and we warned
those interested that they were losing the golden opportunity.
Politically inactive as they always have been—not deficient in
intelligence, moral worth, or dpeaumary means—with the best of
causes for which to contend—possessing all the elements of
good colonists—the acknowledged pioneers of this continent—
they allow themselves to become the prey of political adven-
turers—perchance the greatest knave of his class who may bid
the highest for popularity, power and place. Organisation
would have saved them, but this they never could accomplish ;
they never seem to have studied the household fable of the
bundle of sticks; thus it is that, as a party, they have been
cut off in detail, and have fallen victims to their political
inertia by which numbers of their class have become helplessly

involved in ruin.
o
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THE RIGHT TO ALTER BOUNDARIES.
[PASTORAL TIMES, MARCH 14.[

Now that Separation is resolving itself into the question of
Annexation or Independence, and is thus fairly before the
public, imaginary obstacles are sure to spring up. This has
invariably been the fate of all important movements of a political
character. The public mind having to undergo a revolution, it
cannot be expected that we in these districts, who have thought
so little on politics, should, in one moment, be exempt from a
certain amount of doubt and fear. Some may indulge in the
pleasing pastime of making “ mountains of mole-hills.” There
are minds given to these phantasies, but when convinced of their
error, generally make the amende by pursuing the object sought
in a sober practical manner. We have, in our recent issues,
disposed of two stumbling-blocks to the progress of Separation,
viz., the want of means to maintain a government, and the want
of a port—each objection on being put through a mild test is
foumg) to contain nothing that a rational effort on our part could
not dispose of. In the movement for Separation we cannot
expect to advance without much opposition ; some of it may
prove more formidable to our progress than the most far-seeing
of us anticipate. We shall come in contact with great interests,
and we may therefore naturally expect considerable obstacles to
be raised if we touch them. We are certain to rouse passions of
every kind ; from these, in all probability, will spring a battle
most obstinate in its character, and which shall have to be con-
tested inch by inch. We shall not have to “fight forit,” although
one of the members in the Sydney Legislature declared we
should, when Separation was talked of two years ago. We may,
however, rest assured that the struggle will be by no means
divested of obstinacy; mevertheless, amongst the arguments
against the success there will be found many that are not worthy
of very serious notice.

We are now met by the assertion that the Queen has no power
to interfere with the existing boundary of New South Wales;
we admit at once that her Majesty has not that power. A
moment’s reflection must show that the Queen can only possess
the power when given to her by the Imperial Parliament. The
subject has been mystified by the constant reference to her
Majesty : “ We shall petition the Queen for Separation” is the

» of those who have not given the matter much consideration.
Like true Englishmen, they believe that in her Majesty is con-
centrated all the power, wisdom, and glory of our nation ; and
it is no slight homage to the chief ruler of our nation that here
—at the antipodes—the majority of us have still that fervent
attachment for the head of the State Doubtless, in the expres-
sion, “ Petition the Queen,” those who give utterance to it
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beyond a doubt as to whether any insuperable barrier exists in
reference to s&a:ating our distriets from New South Wales, the
Hon. Jaues 11N, Q.C., perhaps the most eminent constitu-
tional lawyer in Australia, has been consulted. The case was
ut to him on Friday last, as to whether the Querx in Council
ad the power to grant us separation. The following is his

reply by telegram :—
“ March 7, 1863.

“The Imperial Parliament ean. The Queex in Council
cannot. The Imperial Parliament is the only authority by
which any part of New South Wales can be formed into a
separate colony. The New South Wales Legislature has no
control over the matter, but I believe the Duke or NEWCASTLE
has intimated in a despatch that he would not be a party to any
separation without the consent of the local Legislature.”

Thus, one by one, all the obstacles raised against us vanish,
as we were satisfied they would. We have little to do with the
Sydney Assembly; although much depends on that body as
to whether we secure Independence or Annexation, much more
depends upon ourselves. If we are true to the cause of: Inde-
pendence the result cannot be doubtful. This is the position
that we have all along maintained. We have the means, and
again we ask—have we the men? 'There are many things to be
done ere the battle is half won. The Sydney Legislature hold
our country in trust for national purposes; if to ereate an
Australian empire now in embryo it is found necessary to
separate extensive districts for a time, until the day shall come
for a great confederacy of all the eolonies, and all the Australias
become ome, it is difficult to discover any insurmountable
barrier in the way of Annexation or Independence.

SEPARATION AS IT AFFECTS THE LABOURING
POPULATION.

[PASTORAL TIMES, MARCH 21.]

It must not be forgotten that there are other parties in-
terested in the Separation question than the settlers. An
attempt is being made in some quarters to make the agitation
purely a squatting movement; but to encourage that would be,
to say the least, a great mistake. Some of the squatting class
are said to be desirous of obtaining a monopoly of the public
lands of these districts for a series of years in addition to their
existing tenure; and as a consequence of this the old cry is
being revived, in a modified form, as to the grasping propensities
of the monopolising squatter. This ery has been very success-












